
 
 

A History of the National Weather Service in Las Vegas, Nevada 

 

Weather observations in the Las Vegas area can be traced back to before official 

incorporation of the City of Las Vegas took place in 1911. The earliest known record of 

weather observations in the Las Vegas area was kept by E.B. Kiel starting on June 1, 

1895 at a location described as a ñranch about 3 miles north of Las Vegasò. This location 

was near the intersection of Carey Avenue and Losee Road in what is today North Las 

Vegas. Temperature, precipitation and snowfall records were apparently taken at this 

location until October 1900, though local records and data on file with the National 

Climatic Data Center in Asheville only exist for daily observations taken through 

September 30, 1900. While precipitation and snowfall values from this period appear 

accurate, temperature values have a significant cool bias to them. A station history record 

for Las Vegas published by the U.S. Weather Bureau in January 1955 described the 

temperature data from this period as ñapparently poorò. The weather on June 1, 1895 was 

described as partly cloudy with a high temperature of 62 degrees ï certainly atypical for 

Las Vegas for early June. A review of observations also shows the first 18 days of June 

1895 had only a high temperature reported with a comment from the observer that 

minimum temperatures were incorrectly obtained. Between June and September of 1895, 

only 2 days had a triple digit high temperature record. Similar issues with temperatures 



running much cooler compared to normal values in the later 1900s can be found in 

subsequent months of observations from this time period, thus supporting the remark that 

temperature data for this period was poor. 

 

 
 

The earliest known written record of weather observations in Las Vegas from June 1895. 

 

In April 1901, a new observer was found in the Las Vegas area by the name of H.R. 

Stewart to record temperature and precipitation. These observations were taken for all 30 

days of this month and then abruptly ceased for unknown reasons by May 1, 1901 but 

have temperature values that are accurate. By June 1901, the Climate and Crops 

publication from the U.S. Weather Bureau had removed the name of any observer from 

Las Vegas and the area would remain without any formal weather observer until August 

of 1907. 

 

On May 15, 1905, 110 acres of land near what is today downtown was auctioned off by 

the Los Angeles and Salt Lake City Railroad and Montana Senator William Clarkôs San 

Pedro leading the establishment of Las Vegas. In 1907 a railroad agent named J.M. 

Heaton began taking weather observations at the main railroad station in what is today 

downtown Las Vegas. This is the first set of weather observations in the Las Vegas area 

with any sort of description taken of the instrument exposure and siting. Weather 

instruments consisted of a standard rain gauge and maximum and minimum 



thermometers housed in a cotton region shelter at an elevation of 2033 feet with ñgood 

exposureò. Observations here began on August 1, 1907 and ran through December 31, 

1910. Although this location remained the official observing site through 1911 and most 

of 1912, the only data from this time period is a record of precipitation observed in May 

of 1912. 

 

 
 

Railroad depot of the San Pedro, Los Angeles and Salt Lake Railroad in Las Vegas taken 

in 1906. This was the first location of weather observations in ñdowntownò Las Vegas. 

(Photo courtesy UNLV Special Collections).  

 

With observations having becoming more sparse, it was apparent a new observer was 

needed for Las Vegas. C.P. Squires, who had moved to Las Vegas to take advantage of 

the opportunity of a then little desert town and eventually was a local entrepreneur, 

already had an interest in weather. In 1905, Mr. Squires purchased the Las Vegas Age 

newspaper for $2300. During either 1908 or 1909, Mr. Squires acquired weather 

instruments and installed them behind the Las Vegas Ageôs newspaper offices at 411 East 

Fremont Street (today this address is just across South 4
th
 Street from the easternmost end 

of the Fremont Street Experience) and published them in his paper. On November 24, 

1912 he became the ñofficialò weather observer for Las Vegas taking his readings at 5 

P.M. local time daily. These weather instruments were located in area of Las Vegas that 

then featured ñuncultivated ground with very little grassò and consisted of a standard rain 

gauge and maximum and minimum thermometers housed in a cotton region shelter. 

 

Mr. Squires had the longest stint of any of Las Vegasô volunteer weather observers. The 

weather station he established in the back of the Las Vegas Age remained in this location 

through the 1920s, although equipment made moves of a few feet in the area in order to 

account for any obstructions. This period marked the most stability in the era of volunteer 

weather observations in Las Vegas.  

 



 
 

Mr. Squires takes a weather observation. Photo courtesy UNLV Special Collections. 

 

On July 1, 1928 weather observations began at Western Air Express Airport to support 

the growing needs of the aviation community in Las Vegas. Plans for an airport in Las 

Vegas date back to 1925, when the federal government needed a stop between Salt Lake 

City and Los Angeles to connect it with the national airmail route. A flat plot of land had 

existed near the city for years as a landing strip known as Anderson Field and later 

Rockwell Field. This plot of land was located just east of what is today the Sahara Casino 

near the east side of Paradise Road. In 1929 increased competition and the potential risk 

of loosing the mail landing spot to communities in southern Utah lead to a new airport 

being constructed. A plot of land, now Nellis Air Force Base, located eight miles 

northeast of downtown Las Vegas was selected for the new field. In 1930, the new 

airfield opened and Rockwell field closed. On August 15, 1935 weather observing 

operations moved to the Water Tower Building and an official Weather Bureau office 

was established. Clarence V. ñSkippyò Lang was the first Official-In-Charge and served 

in this position for 13 years. 

 

While weather observations moved to and were taken the new airfield, Mr. Squires 

continued to take his observations in downtown Las Vegas logging high and low 

temperatures and 24 hour totals of precipitation and snowfall. In October 1936, an 

associate meteorologist for the U.S. Weather Bureau visited Las Vegas to perform a 

routine inspection of Mr. Squiresô weather equipment. Mr. Squires was now 75 years old 

and was ñaging very apparentlyò according to the report, however was still active and 

desired to continue as the cityôs weather observer. Given the aging condition of Mr. 

Squiresô and the concern for a need for weather observations in Las Vegas, a 

recommendation was made to keep a record of weather observations at Western Air 



Express Field (the airport). Thus, one set of records would be kept at the airport while 

Mr. Squires kept a second set of records at his location downtown. On January 1, 1937 

the U.S. Weather Bureau began to keep a permanent weather record at Western Air 

Express Field with an office located in the Water Tower building. These records 

eventually consisted of temperature, precipitation (including snow), wind, humidity, 

pressure and sky cover. Temperatures were recorded by thermometers installed in a 

cotton region shelter located 5 feet above the ground with maximum and minimum 

thermometers being installed on December 26, 1936. Precipitation measurements began 

on the same date with an eight inch standard rain gauge. Pilot balloon launches (pibals) 

also took place here starting initially with three runs day and on July 1, 1937 was 

increased to four runs a day. Pibal preparations were done in a balloon inflation house 12 

feet west of the office. 

 

Mr. Squires continued taking observations at 411 East Fremont Street through the late 

1930s. On July 20, 1939, a recording rain gauge was installed here and remained in place 

until December 21, 1943. By April of 1944 Mr. Squires was now 79 years old and the 

oldest cooperative observer in the state of Nevada. In November 1945, Mr. Squiresô 

station moved a half mile south to his house in a residential neighborhood at 408 South 

7
th
 Street. Mr. Squires continued to take observations here until August 8, 1956 likely due 

to his age. The ñdowntownò weather station was officially closed on December 31, 1956 

and was never replaced as the U.S. Weather Bureau had now began taking itsô own set of 

records. Mr. Squires eventually died in 1958 at the age of 93.  

 

 
 

Mr. Squires and his wife at their home at 408 South 7
th
 Street in Las Vegas. Photo 

courtesy UNLV Special Collections. 



By the late 1930s, World War II and the desire to have a military presence in Las Vegas 

led to the establishment of a gunnery school at the airport. Eventually, both civilian and 

military aircraft used the airfield with the civilian part being renamed McCarran Field in 

1941 and an Air Force Base operating on the other half. The U.S. Weather Bureau 

continued to take observations here in the Water Tower Building until August 1, 1942 

when it moved 600 feet to the north-northwest to the west side of the Administration 

Building. Several changes also took place in the early 1940s with equipment. On August 

18, 1942 a tipping bucket rain gauge was installed. A weighing rain gauge was also used 

from November 8, 1940 through January 25, 1948. An anemometer and wind vane were 

located atop a tower initially on the Administration Building, then at the Water Tower 

Building for about a year from June 21, 1941 to July 31, 1942 before returning back to 

the roof of the Administration Building. Records of barometric pressure, humidity and 

sunshine started in January 1941. On September 25, 1945 a rawisonde program began at 

the office with a once-a-day launch at 7 PM. A second daily rawisonde launch at 7 AM 

started on April 7, 1946. 

 

 
 

The early days of the Weather Bureau at what is now Nellis Air Force Base. The above 

photo was taken on March 16, 1942 and shows the balloon inflation shed (at left, noted 

by the 1). Locations of two rain gauges are noted by the numbers 2 and 3. 

 



 
 

This photo was also taken on March 16, 1942 and shows wind instruments mounted on 

the building in the center and a cotton region shelter to the left of the cars. 

 
 

The U.S. Weather Bureau Office at the new McCarran Airport Administration Building in 

September 1949. The office was located in the corner of the building marked by the 

number 1. 



 

In 1945, World War II ended and the gunnery school closed in September of that year. 

The Air Force Base was officially inactivated in January 1947. The U.S. Air Force 

expressed interest in re-opening the base, but Las Vegas also needed a place for civilian 

aircraft. Alamo Field, a private airport, already existed on what is now Las Vegas 

Boulevard since 1942 and after a series of reviews by Clark County was purchased to be 

the new community civilian airport. 

 

On December 18, 1948 the Weather Bureau moved itsô offices south to the site of Alamo 

Field which was now the new McCarran Field and set up operations in the 

Administration Building. This was 14 miles southwest of the previous location and also 

located at 2162 feet above sea level, an increase in elevation from the site in the northeast 

part of the valley which was at 1876 to 1879 feet above sea level. On June 5, 1964 the 

Weather Bureau and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) formally dedicated a joint 

Weather Bureau-FAA briefing facility. An increase in air traffic due largely to the casino 

industry in Las Vegas resulted in the airport becoming McCarran International Airport in 

1968.    

 

 

 
 

The new office also featured a balloon inflation room (noted by the number 2) and a 

variety of weather instruments. Photo taken in late 1949. 

 

Basic observing equipment at the new McCarran Airport location initially consisted of 

thermometers housed in a cotton region shelter on the grounds of the airport near the 


